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ington; John, aged thirty-six, who resides in Portland, Oregon; Henry, aged thirty-three; Amelia, 

aged thirty-one; and Edward, aged twenty-four. 

Mr. Mikelson is a stockholder in the Farmers Creamery Company and the Farmers Hog 

Company of Decorah and his ability is widely recognized in business circles. He gives his political 

allegiance to the republican party and his religious views are in accord with the doctrines of the 

Lutheran church. He has resided in Winneshiek county for over half a century and the years have 

witnessed his constantly increasing success and prosperity. Business men respect him for his high 

standards of integrity and his honorable dealings and wherever he is known he holds the 

confidence, esteem and regard of an extensive circle of friends. 

 
 
 

BENJAMIN J. McKay 

The name of Benjamin J. McKay, cashier of the Citizens Savings Bank of Decorah, is widely 

and favorably known in this city by the general public and held in high esteem by his confreres. 

Comparatively a young man, he has demonstrated his qualities as a financier by successfully 

administering the duties of his important position in such a way as to greatly extend the business 

of the institution with which he is connected. Born March 4, 1874, in Decorah, Iowa, he is a son 

of Alexander and Mary (Tobin) McKay, natives of Ireland. The father came to America with his 

parents when a boy of about fifteen years, the family locating in New York. A short time 

afterward he came to Decorah where he learned the wagon maker's trade under Benjamin 

Barfoot, a business which he ever after successfully followed in Decorah, being so occupied until 

his death, which occurred April 5, 1906, when he was seventy-six years of age.   His wife is still 

living at the age of seventy-three. 

Benjamin J. McKay was reared under the parental roof and educated in Decorah, graduating 

from the Immaculate Conception Academy with the class of 1892. He prepared himself for a 

commercial course by entering Valder Business College, from which he was graduated in 1893. 

Fully prepared in theory for a successful career, he then entered the Citizens Savings Bank as 

bookkeeper and, his ability and honesty of purpose soon being recognized, he was elected assistant 

cashier in 1897 and served as such until 1906, when he was chosen to the important position of 

cashier. He has since filled this office with great circumspection and through his labors has largely 

extended the bank's relations. Deposits have increased under his management to a remarkable 

degree and the resources of the bank are such that it is considered one of the strongest institutions 

of its kind in this section, a position which it has largely gained through the faithful performance 

of the duties of Mr. McKay. 

On October 20, 1897, Mr. McKay was married to Miss Grace Allen Jennisch, a daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jennisch, the latter of whom passed away when her daughter was but an 

infant. Mr. Jennisch was a native of Germany who came to this country in early life, locating in 

Decorah when it was in its pioneer period.   Here he followed the blacksmith business until his 


